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CABINET – 23rd JULY 2012 
 

GLENFIELD CHILDREN’S HEART UNIT 
 

REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 

PART A 
 
 
Purpose of Report 
 
1. To advise the Cabinet of the decision of the Joint Committee of PCTs 

concerning the future reconfiguration of Children’s Congenital Heart 
Services in England which will result in the cessation of children heart 
surgical services at the Glenfield Hospital, Leicester. 

 
Recommendations 
 
2. The Cabinet is recommended to: 
 

a) Note the decision of the Joint Committee of PCTs to cease 
children’s heart surgical services at the Glenfield Hospital and its 
impact; 
 

b) Note the action of the UHL Trust to seek a legal and clinical opinion 
regarding the decision and ask the Adults, Communities and Health 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee to consider the outcome of this 
and the way forward; 
 

c) Note the campaign by parents, charities and others to lobby for a 
review of the joint Committee’s decision which includes an e-
petition. 
 

Reasons for Recommendation 
 
3. To advise the Cabinet of the actions being taken to seek the retention 

the existing children heart surgical services in Leicestershire as moving 
such services away from Leicestershire will adversely impact on children 
with congenital heart problems and their carers. 

 
Timescale for Decisions (including  Scrutiny) 
 
4. The Adults, Communities and Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee 

will receive a report on 4th September 2012 summarising all of the 
actions taken including the outcome of the UHL review of the decision. 

 G 
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The Committee, in the light of that information will then come to a view 
including, if necessary, recommending actions that the County Council 
might take. 

 
Policy Framework and Previous Decisions 
 
6. The County Council in March 2011 agreed the following motion:- 

 
a) That it be noted that the NHS has recently launched a major 

public consultation exercise, ending on 1 July 2011, on the way 
children's congenital heart services should be provided in the 
future and that the outcome will determine the future of the East 
Midlands Congenital Heart Centre (EMCHC), based at Glenfield 
Hospital; 

  
(b) That acknowledging that the Leicestershire, Leicester and 

Rutland Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee is already on 
record as supporting the retention of the EMCHC, this Council 
agrees to make the strongest possible representations in favour 
of that option which retains this Centre (i.e. option A); 

  
(c) That, in speaking up strongly for the retention of the Centre, this 

Council offers its fullest support to the EMCHC 'Hold on to our 
hearts' campaign and urges stakeholders and local people to do 
the same in responding to the consultation and attending the 
local consultation event to be held on 16 June." 

 
7. The relevant Scrutiny Committee also considered the consultation 

documents issued and made strong representations for the retention of 
children’s heart surgical services at Glenfield Hospital.  

 
Resources Implications 
 
8. There are no known resource implications for the County Council at this 

stage. 
 
Circulation under Local Issue Alert Procedure 
 
9. This report is being circulated to all members through the Member 

Information Service. 
 
 
Officers to Contact: 
 
Mo Seedat � 0116 305 6037 � mo.seedat@leics.gov.uk 
Anne Mitchell  �  0116 305 7299 � anne.mitchell@leics.gov.uk 
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PART B 
 
 
Background 
 
10. In early 2011 the NHS began a consultation on the future configuration of 

centres providing heart surgery for children. The rationale for the review, 
which was supported by leading clinicians and others, was that given the 
technological advances and the complexity of surgical procedures the 
size and number of specialist units should be reviewed. Smaller centres 
with fewer staff and lower caseloads were thought to pose a risk and not 
able to provide the level of expertise needed for the service. By 
concentrating clinical services in fewer centres would ensure better 
quality and outcomes. The consultation, as expected generated a large 
response. 

11. Of the 4 options put forward for consultation, the option which would 
have seen the retention of unit at the Glenfield Hospital scored the 
highest in an assessment undertaken by a independent panel of experts 
who had been commissioned by the NHS. 

 
Decision of the Joint Committee of the PCT 
 
12. The Joint Committee met on Wednesday, 4th July and decided that  
 seven Specialist Surgical Centres will operate from:- 
 

• Freeman Hospital, Newcastle 

• Alder Hey Hospital, Liverpool 

• Birmingham Children’s Hospital 

• Great Ormond Street Hospital, London 

• Evelina Children’s Hospital, London 

• Bristol Royal Hospital for Children 

• Southampton General Hospital 
 
13. The Unit at the Glenfield Hospital will no longer be a specialist surgical 

centre and will in future operate only as a Cardiology Centre. The ECMO 
Services currently provided at the Glenfield Unit will also transfer to 
Birmingham Children’s Hospital. 

 
14. Implementation of the decision of the Joint Committee and the 

development of congenital heart networks will be overseen by the NHS 
Commissioning Board with a view to the new arrangements becoming 
operational in 2014. 
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Response to the Joint Committee decision 
 
15. Given that the option which would have seen the retention of the unit at 

Glenfield Hospital had scored the highest in an independent expert 
assessment, the decision of the Joint Committee came as a surprise and 
was received with disappointment by parents, carers and clinicians. To 
date the following actions have been initiated in response to the 
decision:- 

 
 a) UHL Trust 
 

The Trust has engaged clinical and legal advisors to look at the decision 
making process and specifically to ensure that the advice provided by 
the Trust and others regarding ECMO services had been taken into 
account. 

 
 b) Parents, Charities and Patient Representative bodies 
  

An on line e-petition has been launched with a view to obtaining 100,000 
signatures which could then trigger a debate in the House of Commons. 
In addition key stakeholders are being contacted to ask them to lobby 
against the decision. 

 

Background Papers 
 
Notice of Motion at the County Council meeting on 21st March 2011 
 
Meeting of the Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland Joint Health Scrutiny 
Committee – March 2011 
 
 
Relevant Impact Assessments 
 
As part of the consultation the NHS had undertaken an impact assessment 
which covered amongst other things:- 
 

• Equality of Access 

• Travel Implications as a result of unit closures 

• Effect on Families 
 
 
 
 


